provides an excellent guide to the secondary literature on Einthoven, Lewis, and the electrocardiogram (ECG), as well as to available translations of Einthoven's papers. High-quality reproductions of several ECG tracings as well as of handwritten letters and diagrams not only make the book an aesthetic success, but also allow the reader access to primary source material. These documents are especially valuable for the historian interested in seeing the actual tracings and following the technical discussions.
The first group of letters are primarily concerned with instrumental details, as Einthoven and Lewis worked out the best method for recording the ECG. Next, the two discussed the proper interpretation of the wave; in the last period they attempted to understand its formation. These letters are central for understanding the history of ideas about the ECG.
But there is more than merely the history of the ECG in these letters, for the slim size of this volume belies its substantial value for historians interested in a broad range of topics in early twentieth-century medicine. Allbutt, Osler, Wenckebach, and many other leading physicians of the day crossed paths with Einthoven and Lewis. The Fortunately, Dr Brazier has now brought together her many researches on events in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries in a book that is the first of two, the second presumably dealing with the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The first volume is divided into two equal parts: neurophysiology in the seventeenth century; and the rise of electrophysiology in the eighteenth. Throughout, the chapters deal chronologically with individuals and their achievements, grouped by the schools or movements they represent, but not by the concepts with which they were grappling. There is an emphasis on the experiments carried out, and plates from the original reports frequently illustrate them. This is a most advantageous technique, and there are many excellent illustrations throughout the book. Dr Brazier's historical writings have been characterized by two features. First, she has always taken into account not only the evolution of neuroscientific thought, but also related contemporary events in philosophy, politics, literature, and art; second, she explores sources little known or previously unknown in the West, as she did, for example, in her scholarly study on the origins of the electroencephalogram. These historical methods, together with a pleasant style and adequate documentation, will make the volume an important contribution to the history of the neurosciences.
It is not without its faults, however. In view of the fact that Dr Brazier's history of neurophysiology covers the same period of time as Max Neuburger's classic essay of 1897, to which she makes no reference, it is natural that one would wish to compare and contrast the two works. Neuburger dealt only with the central nervous system, and he mustered a mass of scholarly data to demonstrate conclusively that the main neurological theme in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries was the localization of function in the brain, introduced This is a great pity, since the catalogue continues to serve as an effective guide to the fifty magnificent drawings which have continued their regal progress around the world's museums. The most notable omission from the selection is the sheet illustrating Leonardo's characteristic analogy between the heart and a germinating seed, which provides an ideal key to the analogical thinking behind his interpretation of the forms and functions of man in the context of universal law.
As a memorial to the visual intensity, intellectual complexity, and inventive subtlety of Leonardo's studies, this volume contains much to delight and inform-but it is not all it should be at this price and at this time.
Martin 
